
 

 

Agenda - Public Accounts Committee 
Meeting Venue: 

Video Conference via Zoom 

Meeting date: 18 May 2020 

Meeting time: 12.30

For further information contact: 

Fay Bowen 

Committee Clerk 

0300 200 6565  

SeneddPAC@senedd.wales
------ 

(Private Pre-Meeting)  

(13.00-13.30) 

1 Introductions, apologies, substitutions and declarations of 

interest 

(13.30)   

2 Well-Being of Future Generations Work: Briefing on first Statutory 

Reports 

(13.30 - 15.00) (Pages 1 - 30)  

Research Briefing 

PAC(5)-12-20 Paper 1 – Audit Wales – So What’s Different? - Findings from 

the Auditor General’s Sustainable Development Principle Examinations (May 

2020) (1MB) 

PAC(5)-12-20 Paper 2 – Future Generations Commissioner for Wales - The 

Future Generations Report 2020 (May 2020) (136MB) 

PAC(5)-12-20 Paper 3 - Welsh Government – Written Statement: Wales’s First 

“Future Generations Report” by the Future Generations Commissioner for 

Wales (5 May 2020) 

 

Adrian Crompton – Auditor General for Wales 

Sophie Howe – Future Generations Commissioner 

Marie Brousseau-Navarro – Office of the Future Generations Commissioner 

Heledd Morgan - Office of the Future Generations Commissioner 

------------------------ Public Document Pack ------------------------

https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/agr-ld13166/agr-ld13166%20-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld13167/gen-ld13167-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld13167/gen-ld13167-e.pdf


 

 

(Break)  

(15.00 - 15.10) 

3 Well-Being of Future Generations Work: Discussion about 

forthcoming Committee's Inquiry 

(15.10 - 15.30)   

4 Effectiveness of Local Planning Authorities in Wales: Consideration 

of draft report 

(15.30 - 16.00) (Pages 31 - 54)  

PAC(5)-12-20 Paper 4 – Draft Report 
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WRITTEN STATEMENT  
BY 

THE WELSH GOVERNMENT 

TITLE Wales’s First “Future Generations Report” by the Future 
Generations Commissioner for Wales 

DATE 05 May 2020 

BY Jane Hutt, Deputy Minister and Chief Whip 

Last week marked 5 years since the Well-being of the Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
became Welsh law. A world first, which has changed the way Wales plans for the future.  
What helps set Wales apart is the work of the independent Future Generations 
Commissioner for Wales, Sophie Howe in supporting this change and keeping the focus on 
the long term. On 4th May 2020, as part of her statutory duties, the Future Generations 
Commissioner published the first Future Generations Report on what has been achieved so 
far.  

Built into the cycle of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 (WFG Act) are 
the publication of two 5-yearly reports, one from the Future Generations Commissioner for 
Wales and other from the Auditor General for Wales (AGW). These are required by law to 
be published one day and one year before a general election (this means 5th May 2020), 
and together they give a periodic stock-take of the implementation of the Act.  

These reports are both published against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
many of those public bodies subject to the Act are at the frontline of the challenges we face 
in dealing with Coronavirus. Both the Future Generations Commissioner for Wales and the 
Auditor General have reflected this context and made it clear that they will not be expecting 
Government and public bodies to provide a response to these reports in the short term. I 
thank them for this position.  

The Future Generations Commissioner highlights the importance of the leadership role of 
Welsh Government. The findings and recommendations will be considered in the coming 
months by Ministers and the Civil Service.   

Covid-19 has dramatically changed our lives and will have a lasting and profound effect on 
all of us, on our economy, on our public services and on our communities. We cannot go 
back to business as normal, and need to plan for a Wales, shaped by the virus, that is more 
prosperous, more equal and greener, rooted in our commitment to social-economic and 
environmental justice. Last week, we joined the Well-being Economy Government (WEGo) 
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Network and will be working with Scotland, Iceland and New Zealand – who all have a 
shared ambition to deliver and improve well-being through their economic approach. 

The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act, with its seven well-being goals, provides 
a long term vision of Wales, agreed by the Senedd back in 2015, puts us on a strong footing 
to guide us in these unchartered water. Thinking about the long term, involving people, 
joining up policies and delivery of services, collaborating across all sectors, and focusing on 
prevention is crucial in working more effectively with people, communities and each other to 
prevent persistent problems such as poverty, health inequalities and climate change. In the 
First Minister’s statement on the Framework to Lead Wales out of the Coronavirus 
Pandemic  the Future Generations Act is part of the principles by which we will examine 
proposed measures to ease the current restrictions, grounded in both scientific evidence 
and wider impact.  

Further information  

Future Generations Report 2020 
https://futuregenerations.wales/public_info/the-future-generations-report-2020/ 
 
Auditor General’s Report on the Sustainable Development Principle  
https://www.audit.wales/publication/findings-auditor-generals-sustainable-development-
principle-examinations 
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https://gov.wales/written-statement-framework-lead-wales-out-coronavirus-pandemic
https://gov.wales/written-statement-framework-lead-wales-out-coronavirus-pandemic
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuturegenerations.wales%2Fpublic_info%2Fthe-future-generations-report-2020%2F&data=02%7C01%7Candrew.charles%40gov.wales%7Cef8361d613d741792d1a08d7f03ef685%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637242025532018061&sdata=elze70%2FzREcn0eyleqXd8iOnDRZVaNzig9uzQ%2FzRg1o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.audit.wales%2Fpublication%2Ffindings-auditor-generals-sustainable-development-principle-examinations&data=02%7C01%7CAndrew.Charles%40gov.wales%7Ce5279c57c0c646f6e8bf08d7f042b308%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637242041574306042&sdata=t8juvqCJtxtLCnCAO1xqEPxsq0My5ja9wc3xqIp2jGc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.audit.wales%2Fpublication%2Ffindings-auditor-generals-sustainable-development-principle-examinations&data=02%7C01%7CAndrew.Charles%40gov.wales%7Ce5279c57c0c646f6e8bf08d7f042b308%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637242041574306042&sdata=t8juvqCJtxtLCnCAO1xqEPxsq0My5ja9wc3xqIp2jGc%3D&reserved=0
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